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Why we need source-to-sea act ion

ÅThe vast majority of all marine pollution 

comes from land-based sources

ÅHuman act ivit ies on land and along rivers 

and deltas are placing a heavy burden on 

freshwater systems and oceans

ÅFragmented governance prevent effect ive

solutions

ÅNeed to stress up- and downstream 

environment al, social and economic 

linka ges



Fragmented governance from land to sea

The 2019 IPCC Special 
Report on the Ocean and 
Cryosphere concluded 
with high confidence that 
fragmented governance 
ςacross sectors and in 
governments ςprevents 
effective responses to the 
increasing climate-related 
risks faced in the ocean 
and cryosphere.



Action Platform for Source -to -
Sea Management

www.siwi.org\ source-to-sea
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Milestones
Å2014 ðAction Platf orm for Source-to-Sea Management established (7 members)

Å2015 ðSDG target 14.1 recognizing impacts on oceans from land based sources adopted as part of SDGs by 

UNGA

Å2017 ðA common terminology: Source-to-sea conceptual framework and GEF STAP guidance developed and 

published; SDG 6+14 linkages report published

Å2017-2018ðPolicy/financial commitment growing:

Å Source-to-sea references in maj or declarat ions: World Water Forum Ministerial Declarat ion, UNEA Resolution 7; World 

Water Forum Ministerial Declaration; Duschanbe Internat ional Conference on the Internat ional Decade for Water Action 

Ministeral Declarat ion; UNFCCC COP 24 MPGCA WaterSegment , EU Council Conclusions on Water Diplomacy; 

Å Referenced as underlying principle for GEF-7 investmentsand Swedenõs strategy for global development cooperation for 

enviroment, climate and ocean

Å Highlighted as instrumental for climate adaptation and mitigation action at COP25

Å2019 ðSupport to implementation: Implementing the Source-t o-Sea Approach: A Guide for Pract it ioners

published; Source-t o-Sea Framework for Marine Litter Prevention published



Source-to -sea 
management ð
addressing system 
linkages

Source-to-sea management 
considers the entire source-to-sea 
system ςstressing upstream and 
down- stream environmental, social 
and economic linkages and 
stimulating coordination across 
sectors and segments.



Key source-to -sea flows connect land, 
freshwater and oceans



Source-to -sea approach

ÅSTEP 1: Select priority flows and determine 

the system boundary

ÅSTEP 2: Map primary, targeted, enabling, 

supporting and external stakeholders and 

prepare an engagement plan

ÅSTEP 3: Analyze the governance system and 

practices related to the priority flows

ÅSTEP 4: Develop a theory of change and 

identify intervention strategies

ÅSTEP 5: Fund and implement source-to-sea 

actions

ÅSTEP 6: Monitor outcomes, capture and 

disseminate learning and adaptively manage 

for continued success



ÅCOMMIT: Support development of legal instruments, strategies and action 
plans to catalyzesource-to-sea action at global, regional and national levels

ÅFINANCE: Toincentivize source-to-sea action

ÅPARTNER: Source-to-sea action dependent on multi-stakeholder/multi-
sectoral collaboration at all levels

ÅENGAGE: Adoption of sustainable practices among consumers and 
businesses to transition away from take-make-waste economies

ÅACT: Mainstream source-to-sea action into governance and management 
frameworks and strengthen coordination between actors in design and 
implementation of actions

Moving forward ðfor accelerated source -
to -sea implementation



Thank you!

For more information see www.siwi.org/source-to-sea

http://www.siwi.org/source-to-sea

